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has been most fully elaborated by G. H. Schneider,1
the sight of food is pleasant, because the pleasure of its
taste has become associated with the visual impression
according to the principle of contiguity ; and the pleasure
thus associated with the visual perception or representation
of food is the condition of the desire for food, and prompts
and sustains our efforts to obtain it. This answer may
seem plausible when applied to explain desires whose
satisfaction normally involves sense-pleasures; though
even in their case it is open to several very serious objec-
tions. First, the notion of the association of pleasure with
ideas of objects according to the principle of contiguity
is of very questionable validity. Secondly, the fact that
the feeling-tone of desire for an object may vary, as we
have seen, from the extreme of pain to the extreme of
pleasure is irreconcilable with this view; for it shows
that there is no fixed association of pleasure with the idea
of the desired object, but that the feeling-tone of the
thought of the object is a function of the way we think
about it, being pleasant when we think of it as attainable,
unpleasant when we think of it as unattainable. Further,
this answer has no plausibility when applied to the many
desires the satisfaction of which involves no sense-pleasure,
such as the desires for applause, for revenge, for knowledge.
And we may attack the doctrine at the root by ques-
tioning its fundamental assumption, namely, that certain
sensations are intrinsically pleasurable and others in-
trinsically painful. This assumption seems most plausible
in the case of what are called physical pains, but even in
this connection its validity may be seriously questioned.
It may be maintained that what we call a painful sensation
is essentially a sense-impression which evokes aversion, a
conative tendency to escape or withdraw from the situa-
tion, a tendency which usually manifests itself clearly
enough, as when the hand is snatched away from a hot
surface or a pricking point; and that painful feeling only
arises in so far as this conation fails to attain its end.
It seems to be just for this reason that such sensations
as toothache and other strong sensations from inflamed
1 Der MensMiche Wilk, Berlin, 1882,